
Welcome to the March edition of 

the Mopsies Gazette; the official 

newspaper of the Basildon & 

Pitsea Cricket Club. 
 

The sun is finally out, and the rain 

seems to have slowed somewhat 

(famous last words), and with just 

over 4 weeks until the first games 

of the season Mopsies will soon 

be buzzing again. 
 

Lets hope 2014 is the best season 

the club ever has !! 

Welcome! 

The annual players meeting will 

be held at the clubhouse on 

Thursday March 27th, starting at 

7:30pm.   

As usual, the meeting will discuss 

the preparations for the forth-

coming adult season, including 

support staff (ie tea makers, 

scorers etc) for games and also 

we will decide the composition 

of the selection committee at the 

meeting. 

However, it is also important that 

you attend if possible, following 

the email you would have re-

ceived from our Chairman, Mr 

Paul Ayres., surrounding the 

make up of the Saturday League 

Teams this year.  Further infor-

mation on this subject, especially 

the 4th XI is on page 3. 

We have received offers already 

for support staff; however, if you 

are able to offer any help on 

match days, either at Mopsies or 

Langdon Hills, then please email 

basildonpitseacc@live.com with 

your offer of help, and we will 

make sure you are contacted.  

Alternatively, please come along 

on the night and offer your help. 

We will also be able to collect 

membership subscriptions on the 

night; and as per last year, pre-

printed membership forms will 

be available for you to check 

your details are still valid for the 

coming season; please take time 

to check your details and confirm 

them.  It is easier to contact you 

if we have the correct info !! 
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Cricketforce 2014 
the clubhouse; Removal and safe 

storage of the shields in club-

house; re-siting of notice board 

and notices; Sanding and re-

painting of the external fence 

around the patio; Wash down of 

the sightscreens; Clean down and 

preparation of the bar for the 

coming season; Trim grass, fix 

run ups and repair the nets; Clear 

out and tidy of the garage and 

container  and to check and 

organise the “battle box” at 

Laindon, and ensure we are 

The club is participating in Nat-

west Cricketforce 2014, the Eng-

land and Wales Cricket Board 

volunteering initiative aimed at 

rejuvenating cricket facilities 

throughout England and Wales. 

 

The club plan to hold our week-

end on the 12th and 13th April, 

and have a list of jobs that we 

are looking to complete over the 

2 days: Redecoration of the la-

d i e s  t o i l e t s ; 

Painting of the internal walls of 

ready to go for the season at 

both sites. 

 

We really need your help for all 

of these tasks; if you can spare 

some time to come down to the 

club and help then please con-

t a c t  D a v e  A y r e s 

(fatboy.cricket@gmail.com) or 

basildonpitseacc@live.com to 

offer your services. 

 

We hope to see you on the 

weekend !! 



From the Players meeting on-

wards, the club will be able to 

accept credit and debit card 

payments for membership, 

match fees and bar bills, thanks 

to a new piece of technology 

from Pay Leven. 

Pay Leven uses Bluetooth tech-

nology to power its card reader, 

linking to an app on the commit-

tee members and captains 

iPhones, iPads and android de-

vices.  This in turn pays the mon-

ey from your chosen card to the 

clubs bank account. 

We see this as a cracking piece 

of technology to help us to offer 

alternative ways to pay; with 

members now knowing they 

don’t have to carry large sums of 

cash on a match day, and being 

sure it has been left safe and 

secure whilst on the pitch. 

Further details about the service 

will be on display in the club-

house, from the Players meeting 

onwards. 

top of the stumps then the wick-

et is 'not put down'.   
 

Situation no2; A batsman is at-

tempting a sweep shot but he 

gets a top edge and the ball is 

going to fall on his 

stumps.  Seeing this the batsman 

knocks the ball away with his 

bat.  The fielding side appeal for 

'hit the ball twice'.  How should 

you (the umpire) answer the 

appeal?  
 

Not Out!.  The batsman is enti-

tled to protect his wicket in this 

way.  However if by doing so he 

prevents a catch from being 

taken he can be given out 

'obstructing the field'.  
 

So, how did you do? If you are 

ready, here are this month’s 

posers.  Answers next time 

So, after watching the profes-

sionals get it wrong with the DRS 

system down under, you must 

know all the rules now, don’t 

you? 
 

Last time round, Dicky posed the 

following, with the answers in 

green.  
 

Situation no 1; The bowler bowls 

the ball and it hits the off-

stump.  One of the bails remains 

on the stumps while the other 

lifts off 3 inches but lands back 

on top of the stumps.  The bow-

ler appeals.....how do you (the 

umpire) answer the appeal?   
 

The batsman is not out.  The bail 

w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e 

'permanently' dislodged from the 

top of the stumps.  If it falls back 

into the grooves or balances on 

round. 
 

Situation no1; It is the last ball of 

the over.....the batsman on strike 

plays the ball out into the field 

and jogs an easy single.  He gets 

to the other end and grounds his 

bat on the popping crease.  The 

fielding side collect the ball and 

prepare for the next over and the 

two batsmen meet in the middle 

for a chat......what if anything 

should the umpires do?   
 

Situation no2; A bowler bowls a 

short pitched delivery and the 

batsman on strike attempts to 

hook the ball. He misses it but 

it glances off his helmet and 

goes over the boundary on the 

full.  What should the umpire 

signal?   

 

Pay Leven - card payments at the club 

You’re the umpire 
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Club kit now available through shop 
sizes, and is priced very reasona-

ble versus other suppliers. 

Also remember; any purchases 

made through the club shop 

earn the club a 5% commission 

payment. 

Full details of all the kit options 

are online, or via Dave Ayres. 

The 2014 playing and training kit, 

is now available to purchase 

through the club shop, via  

Serious Cricket. 

Those members who attended 

the nets would have been able to 

see the first shirt off the press, 

however the kit is available in all 

Did you know? 
The highest ever first-class score is 1,107 by Victoria vs New South Wales in 1926-27. The lowest score by a full team is 12 - by Northamptonshire 

vs Gloucestershire in 1907! 

From this season, most of the 

youth team games (including 

matchplay) will be able to be 

scored live, in conjunction with 

Cric HQ, a new system that both 

the SEDCB and Essex CCC have 

signed up to. 

Cric HQ allows clubs to score 

using an iPhone, iPad, android 

device or a laptop; meaning that 

the scores are automatically 

updated to the organisers data-

base at the end of the game, 

with no need to “ring through” 

the result or update Play Cricket 

after the event. 

Also; it allows other members to 

view live updates of the scores as 

the game progresses; so you can 

keep an eye on the Youth Team’s 

progress from your own sofa ! 

Live scoring - with Cric HQ 



Saturday league teams 

Key dates for 2014 

Youth Update 

You will have recently received 

an email from our Chairman, Paul 

Ayres, about the current prob-

lems that the adult membership 

are facing in respect of fielding 4 

League Teams on a Saturday in 

2014. 

As explained in the email, the 

committee face and agonising 

decision as to whether or not the 

current membership levels can 

sustain 4 teams on a Saturday; 

against a backdrop of point de-

ductions, financial penalties and 

ultimately expulsion from the 

league should we continue to 

have to cancel games due to lack 

of numbers. 

This situation has been exacer-

bated by the fact that 8 of our 

2013 members, who played 

around 150 games between 

them last year, are likely to be 

unavailable this year due to a 

number of differing circumstanc-

es. 

As detailed in the email, the club 

has looked at a number of ways 

we can increase membership; 

however we are finding that a 

number of prospective players 

either find other clubs,  or give 

up the game in favour of foot-

ball, or for other reasons. 

As mentioned on page 1 of 

this edition of the Gazette; it 

really is over to you now.  

Based on turnout, and feed-

back / discussion at the forth-

coming players meeting, the 

committee will have to make 

the decision known to the 

Back at Mopsies, the Team Man-

agers for the season have been 

announced; this year the Under 

11 side will be managed by Paul 

Singleton; Paul is our cricket 

manager, and has opened the 

batting for the 2nd XI for over 10 

years now. 

The Under 13 team this year will 

be managed by Mike Blerkom; 

who is a stalwart of the 1st and 

2nd XIs, and has worked with the 

current U13 squad as manager of 

the Under 11 teams in previous 

years. 

The Under 15 and Under 16 

teams this year will be managed 

by Dave Ayres; who although has 

never really picked up a bat in 

anger, has worked with these 

The Youth Team fixtures have 

now been published, and have 

been added to the club’s web-

site.   

The Bradford Cup and Peters Cup 

draws took place at the SEDCB 

AGM, held this year at Mopsies, 

and saw us drawn against South-

end on Sea EMT for both the U13 

and U15 competitions. 

We have revised our Cricket-

force weekend to be on the 12th 

and 13th April 2014; further de-

tails are on the club website. 
 

Remember the 1st XI kick of 

their season at home to Horn-

church in the Dukes League Cup 

on April 26th at Mopsies. 
 

Finally, the visit of the German 

Winter Nets are continuing 

throughout March, and will finish 

on April 11th at The Woodlands 

School. 
 

The annual players meeting will 

be on March 27th as described 

elsewhere in the Gazette; this is a 

key meeting so we urge you to 

attend. 
 

National Team; who will be at 

Mopsies on Friday 20th June for 

a T20 against the Buffaloes. 
 

We welcome the German Na-

tional Team back to Mopsies on 

Sunday June 22nd, for the Presi-

dent’s Day against the Presi-

dent’s XI; a game not to be 

missed!! 
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the Pegasus situation, which 

means that the 3rd XI will get to 

play their home match against 

Chingford at Mopsies.  This situ-

ation occurs later in the season 

on August 2nd; when 

(provisionally) the 4th XI will play 

their home game against Lough-

ton at Mopsies. 

The season finishes with the 1st 

and 3rd XIs on the road to Stan-

ford and Upminster respectively, 

and the 2nd and (provisionally) 

4th XIs at home to Horndon and 

Upminster respectively. 

As mentioned, all fixtures are on 

the clubs website and play crick-

et; and weekly updates will be on 

Facebook and Twitter during the 

season. 

Shortly after the last newsletter, 

the Shepherd Neame League 

published the fixtures for the 

2014 season. 

The 1st XI (away)and 2nd XI 

(home) kick off their campaigns 

against Old Southendians, with 

the 3rd XI travelling to Benfleet, 

and the 4th XI (provisional) host-

ing Billericay. 

The following week, the 1st ans 

2nd XIs have a week off due to 

League update 

Shepherd Neame league and 

also to the SEDCB by early 

April. 

If you are aware of any poten-

tial players, please put them in 

touch with the club either by 

bringing them down to winter 

nets, or by getting them to 

email the club on the usual 

basildonpitseacc@live.com. 

 

 

groups since they were in the 

Under 11 age group.   

Overseeing all 3 managers is 

our Youth Team Manager 

Lloyd Lambert; who has been 

passing on his experience of 

1st XI and Australian cricket 

over the course of the winter 

net sessions. 


